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BIBLIOTHERAPY: ITS PART IN LIBRARY SERVICE* 


By Margaret C. Hannigan 
Librarian, Patients’ Library 
National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md. 


Potentially, we, as institution librarians, have one of the most 
challenging and influential positions in the library field. We have, as 
others have pointed out, a "captive" public, a public for the most part 
with unaccustomed time on its hands; a public out of its natural environ- 
ment and often fearful or resentful of whatever cause has brought it into 
our institution. In other words, we have a public which needs and often 
welcomes the kind of therapy the library can offer. To me it seems appro- 
priate that bibliotherapy has become the accepted term for describing the 
help and guidance which librarians in institutions are in a position to 
give their patrons. 


In its broadest sense, I believe that bibliotherapy, as insti- 


tution librarians practice it, is closely related to reader's guidance 
service in public libraries and to the use of books and reading for chare 
acter formation and guidance by many literature teachers at all levels, 

It ie our ordinary technique in giving library service to our charges, a 
technique acquired through training and experience which provides an evere 
inereasing knowledge of books on the one hand and an ever-growing under- 
standing of people on the other, 


In a stricter sense, bibliotherapy refers to the use of books as 
prescribed reading in the treatment of patients, The plans of the Biblio- 
therapy Committee of the Hospital Libraries Division, American Library 
Association, promise some pertinent developments and conclusions in this 
field, Already studies in bibliotherapy have been started in some hospi- 
tals and are being planned in others, studies in which the librarian and 
members of the medical staff work together. Of great promise is the plan 
of the Veterans Administration Psychology Trainee Division and the V.A. 
Library Division to conduct research projects in bibliotherapy in their 
hospitals throughout the United States. I am sure that all of us will 
follow the reports on these studies with great interest, particularly as 
they indicate the librarian's role in the administration of bibliotherapy 
as a treatment, 


While research is being conducted by the few, the rest of us also 
have an important responsibility in our own daily library programs if we 
are to be prepared to apply the results of the studies and to make our 
full contribution as librarians to the over-all work of our institutions. 


*Based on a talk given at the meeting of the Institution Libraries Com 
mittee, New York Library Association, at Lake Placid, N.¥.,0ct.13,1955, 
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Perhaps some of you think that we are not justified in labeling 
much of our work "bibliotherapy." Our agreement on this term is not too 
important; the significant thing is that we agree fundamentally on our 
goals and, in general, on the means by which we will work toward: these 
goals. Of course, we are all convinced that the library and its materi- 
als ure benefictal to many of our patrons, and that, given a larger quali- 
fied staff and better library housing and support, we could do more ore 
many more of our charges than we are able to do now. I'm sure that 
concur on the need for courage and imagination in planning and conduct 
ing our library programs. 


hope you are dissatisfied, to some extent, with your present 
set-up and service and that you have in mind plans toward which you are 
working. I hope that your dissatisfaction prompts you to review your 
program frequently, to question the usefulness or benefits of practices 
that have become habitual’ but which may no longer be contributing what 
they once did to the effectiveness of the library. I hope that you take 
time occasionally to list the jobs you do and justify them in the light 
of your major responsibilities of selection of materials and bringing of 
materials and people together. I hope that you will develop ways of keep- 
ing the medical staff, psychologists and social workers informed on the 
work of the library, that you have established. good relations with these 
people so that you can go to them for advice when you need it, and that 
you are quick to take advantage of special interest in the library on the 
part of any staff member. And again, I hope that you are constantly alert 
to ways of keeping your library program vital and directed toward legiti- 
mate library activities. 


I heartily 


a eo 
ving aimo 


ecommend wide use of "The Wonderful World of Books" 
all types of people in reading. Read by an indi- 


. 
- 
»u 


in intere 


vidual, sis effective, especially if he has a chance to discuss it with 


at 
+ 
av 
someone and if the books mentioned in the articles are available for his 
reading. But read aloud and discussed in a group, it is one of the most 
influential books I know for encouraging people to read. It isn't that 
the ideas «re new or even that they are expressed by well-known writers 
and leaders; it is tha hey appear in print which seems to make them 
important to many readers == and worth trying out. The vorizes here 


manifold: ‘knowledge, inspiration, sublimation, enjoyment, appreciation. 
perhaps the acquiring of a hobby or even a vocation. 


Another subject which we might think about in relution to our 
work is the growing evidence that many people are turning ‘o reading in 
spite of modern diversions and entertainments which often require only 
passive effort on the part of the public. In an article called "Try 
Family Reading" in the July 17, 1955 issue of This Week Magazine, Charles 
Laughton says: "During the past ten years, I have discovered that people 
everywhere in this country have a common, shy hunger for literature. 
Certainly the success of his theater readings all over an — is 
proof of this trend and so of the fact that many people iike to listen 
to reading. 


We librarians,lacking time to give each of our individual 
charges the attention required if we are to guide his reading effectively, 
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can adopt suggestions made by experts like Charles Laughton. ;He is an 
outstanding example of one who recommends and practices sharing "the 
treasuries of the world's wisdom and knowledge" by reading arene in 
groups. 












Let me quote him further. In the article already attines, 
he answers a mother's question, "What is the best way to encowrage child- 
ren to read == and to enjoy reading?" Mr. Laughton says: "Very simple. 
Provide it yourself. Sit down in your own living room with your own 
favorite books =< it doesn't matter what they are <= and bake: turns read= 
ing to each other." 













"Five years ago, in This Week Magazine," he cnintiianis: "I urged 
you to discover the joys of reading aloud. Since then such read’: has 

thecal into a great revival. Theater readings have been very : * 10088~ 

ful, recordings by poets like Dylan Thomas and Jidith Sitwell ree’! .g 

thedr own works have been selling in large numbers. My own recording of 

Bible reading has been purchased by a gratifyingly large number of people." 


A bit later he remarks: "Hundreds of reading clubs have been 
organized in cities where our group read 'Don Juan in Hell'", 















His summary of the benefits of reading aloud, as well as the 
simple procedure described above, can easily bo adopted for group en 
sessions in institutions. He says: “But of all reading pleasure, I 

assure you nothing will top the enjoyment you can get from ote. 
with your family. If you have not yet discovered this for yourse 

want to urge you again, in light of the great reading revival now in 

progress, to reap these rewards: 










1. It is grand fun. 

2. It is a shared experience that draws families om 
friends closer together. 

3. It puts your child in a reading atmosphere and 

encourages him to learn to read and to love bookie." 












These are legitimate aims for a library activity in an dnstitu- 
tion: enjoyment, soclalization and friendliness among inmates or patients 
and personnel, and developing the desire to be in a reading atmosphere 

and to read and love books. 






There have been so many fine, inspiring articles lately that I 
oan! t — mentioning a few more in case you have missed aa The . 
Vebruary, 1955 iesue of the Wilson Library scaled carried articles 
Cevoted to hospital library work,all of them exeellent and well worth 
reading. I was d4mpressed with the theme of the article by Dry Sadie 
Delaney, "Time's Telling." In her 30 years as librarian at the Tuskegee 
Veterans Admindatration Hospital, this pioneer in hospital library work 
is indeed in a posdtion to know that "Time's Telling." 


In the Maroh, 1954 issue of the sich ete a dooter from a 
small community in Kansas, Dr. Ralph Ball, tells of hia use of books and 
the publie library in the care of his patients. Dr. Ball sees himself 
as the bibliotherapist and the librarian as the pharmaqist filling his 
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prescriptions. But he also recognizes the beneficial effect o: the li- 
brary itself on patient ard doctor. 


I have recently torrowed and re-read the thesis entitled "Biblio- 
therapy: A Theoretical and Clinical-Experimental Study" (1950.. University 
of California, Berkeley) and other articles by Dr. Caroline Shrodes, a 
psychologist and literature teacher, wha, it seems to me, is making 
effective, consistent use of bibliotherapy in her literature classes. 

Her training is ideal, of course, for as a psychologist, she is equipped 
to recofhize personality problems and offer guidance, and as a literature 
teacher, she has the materials for helping her students solve their prob- 
lems through reading. 1 am convinced that she is salvaging many young 
lives which otherwise could become problems to society and might even- 
tually end up in one of our institutions. 


You will want to read an article by a New York hospital librar- 
ian, Lillian Wahrow (New York Hospital, Westchester Division) entitled 
“Hospital Library Service to Psychiatric Patients." It appeared in the 
December, 1955 issue of the American Journal of Occupational Therapy. 

It carries a message of great-understanding of the needs of neuropsychi- 
atric patients and of the many ways in which the librarian can help these 
patients. 


If you have not seen the inspiring and thought-prov-Xing filn, 
"The Winged Bequest," on library services to hospitals and institutions, 
[ t 


+ 
1 

a 
L. 
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hat you borrow it from the American Library Association, 
Chicago, Illinois. (Free except for transportation costs). It was 
filmed in Cleveland and shows the work of the Hospital and Judd Foun- 
dation Division of the Cleveland Public Library. I can think of ne 
better way of interesting administrators and other staff members, librar- 


ians and volunteers in the work of the library. 


Because I know the library program at the Veterans idministra- 
tion Hospital, Northport, New York, I will tell you how a n: porary 
staff, without former experience as hospital librarians, went shout 
starting a program which has developed into a hospital-wide “<reup re 
ing program. In 1949, there were some 2,800 neuropsychiatric patients 
in the hospital: A new treatment known as Reintegrative or Totsal-F.sl 
was being developed with 200 schizophrenic patients with whom other types 
of treatment had failed. These men were divided into eight groups 

ich, and part of their treatment consisted of going from one avi‘ 
ity to another each day in an attempt to revive or stimulate their 
st in ordinary activities. Each group was assigned to the library f 
one hour» a week. The schedule was well set up, but because of:: recent 
br in library staff, no special work with the petients wes being 
on at this time. All of us were impressed with the importance 
wing the library included as part of the Total-Push tréatment and 
lars and volunteer workers, tried conscientiously to interest the 


jual vatients 


i1 sients in reading or even in conversation. 


Ce 


ol 


> 


a discouraged 
place as a resul 


irecly new appr oacn 
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In initiating group work with these men, then, our immediate 
stimulus was the need to develop rapport with the patients and to cap- 
ture their attention, even for brief periods, if we were to interest 
them in reading and gradually help them find material which would be 
beneficial and enjoyable. 






We decided that a complete change in setting and procedure might 
stir up some curiosity about the program in patients, regressed and with- 
drawn though they were. Our first move was to rearrange the furniture 

so that the chairs and divans were in a semicircular position facing 

an attractive display area. The program was to consist of a a 15= to 
20= minute talk by one of the librarians followed by a discussion and 

a free reading period. A librarian assisted by volunteer workers greeted 
each patient warmly as the group came into the library and invited him 
to be seated for the program. The volunteers and psychiatric ai in 
charge of the group sat among the patients in the audience, enc: iging 
them to take part in the discussion and joining in themselves. 


















The librarian would then give a talk on some subject likely to 
be of interest to the men, using visual aids such as pictures, maps or 
slides, books, magazines and objects related to the subject. Sometimes 
musical or dramatic recordings were played as part of the program. 


Following are some of the topics and visual aids used during the 
three months that this type of program was given: 




















a 


1. Travelogue on Quebec, using pictures from the October, 1949 
ational Geographic Magazine. 

2. ine growing and marketing of tobacco, using booklets and 
pictures on the tobacco industry as well as samples of 
tobacco leaves and products. 

3. 3o0o0ks, using pictures of libraries and library service to 
nany kinds of people, books illustrating the scope of our 
library, the use of the library and reading as part of the 
patients! treatment. 

4. Poems by people, known and unknown, with pictures of native 
poets == Carl Sandburg and others == and recordings of folk 
songs. Words of folk songs were mimeographed and passed out 
and the patients were asked to read or sing the words. Fair 
response. 

5. England is a book, showing travel pictures of England and 
discussing books written in and about England. 

6. Transportation and travel, using pictures of various modes 

of travel from the earliest time. 

Nursery rhymes and children's books (Children's Book week), 

with a display of juvenile books, nursery rhyme and Book Week 

posters. Response to identifying characters in posters and 
reciting nursery rhymes was very good; many enjoyed handling 
the children's books and reading them. 

8. Thanksgiving, the giving of thanks through 3,000 years, using 
mimeographed sheets containing salient facts about the American 
Thanksgiving holiday with excerpts from Washington's and Lin- 

coln's proclamations and the text of three records played es 

an expression of Thanksgiving. Recordings used were Mauduit's 
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here except to say that I am convinced that this method of reading aloud 
can be used effectively with people varying from chronic, regressed 
patients to normal individuals. 








Many hospital libraries do not have a staff large enough to 
launch an extensive bibliotherapy program in addition to regular, basic 
library service to all. However, there are few librarians who could not 
plan and. carry out an effective activity with one or two small groups of 
patients. In addition to helping these patients and enriching the librar- 
ian's own experience, it certainly could be an excellent means of inter- 
esting the administrator and medical staff in the value of bibliotherapy 
as part of the patients' regular care. 











Although each person's experience in developing a group reading 
program will be different, there are several suggestions I think are 
worth keeping in mind in starting a program of this kind: 










1. Decide what you wish to accomplish with the group. With 
the patients' needs in mind, plan an activity and select 
material which will be enjoyable as well as beneficial to 
them, and which you can present well. 

2. Be willing to try anything, forgetting yourself and how 
foolish you will appear if no one responds. Neuropsychiatric 
patients especially are quick to recognize a sincere effort 
to help them and even if they are unable to make themselves 
cooperate at once, usually you have won yourself loyal help- 
ers who will support the program stanchly in time. Often 
they need evidence that you are sincere in promising a regu- 
lar program for them before they will join. 

3. Keep the medical staff informed; consult them for advice and 
reassurance frequently. Written reports describing the ac- 
tivity, the materials used, the general demeanor and response 
of the group and individual participation and comments by 
patients are very helpful to doctors and the library staff. 

4. Once a program is established, keep it up. Try to have it 
often enough to hold the patients' interest -- once a week 
if possible. But once you have announced the time, do not 
cancel a meeting if you can possibly avoid it. 

5. Give your program variety by using a wide rauge of subject 
material and by introducing a new procedure occasionally. 
For instance, try a spelldown or quiz, have the group re 
in unison, show a film or devote an occasional perici to 
free reading. 

6. Keep your library aim in mind: Even though the response may 

be greater if you entertain, provide cigarettes, or feed 

the patients, these in my opinion are not valid library 

activities, What we have to offer is unique; it can have 

lasting effect on the lives of our charges; it is worth 
working hard to achieve, 









































These suggestions which have been tried and proven can be 
adapted to a variety of library situations. It is for you to choose 
the program and method which seem best. You will find the effort 

expended worth while and truly rewarding. 
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ANIMALS WITH A TOUCH OF MAGIC 


Juvenile Committee of the Syracuse Public Library 


CAT WHO WENT TO HEAVEN by Elizabeth Coatsworth. Macmillan. 43. 
\ little three-colored cat brings fame to a Japanese artist and by 
iracle receives Buddha's blessing, (4-7) 


UIRREL HOTKL by William Pene DuBois. Viking. b2. 
iat magic unfolds as an old man conducts his orchestra of bees, (j-) 


> KELLY by Elisabeth Holding. Morrow, $2. 


Miss Kelly, a remarkable tiger cat who can talk human talk, finds 
great worthwhile life work for herself. (3-5) 


COLT FROM MOON MOUNTAIN by Dorothy Lathrop. Macmillan, $2. 
Cynthy discovers the legend of Moon. Mountain asa she searches for a 
pet of her ow and finds a magic white colt. (3-6) 


RABBIT HILL by Robert Lawson. Viking. e2. 50, 


Charming story of unforgettable small animals, especially lively 
little Georgie, (3-6) 


MISS PENNYFEATHER AND THE POOKA by Eileen O'Faolain. Random, $2, 
Garret and Julie rescue Miss Pennyfeather's pet, Mickey—Joe, a 
horse, when he is Lured away to fairyland. (4-7) 


(THE FAIRY CARAVAN by Beatrix Potter, Warne, o2,50, 
using adventures of a guinea pig who joins a traveling 


“pr e 
Buzzie the ca ecomes something 


Viking. $2.50. 
apina a remarkable cat 


». 50. 
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Recent Books 


A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section -- Laura E. McDowell 
Florence Boochever, Editor Melvin G. Reed 


Nonfiction 


Baldwin, James. Notes of a native son. Beacon. $2.75. 

With integrity and admirable lucidity, ten thoughtful and thought- 
provoking essays express the experiences and beliefs of a young 
American Negro. The material is reprinted from magazines. 325.26 


*Berton, Pierre. The mysterious north. Knopf. $5. 
In a personal, informal report on recent trips to various parts of 
Arctic Canada, the managing editor of Maclean's magazine describes 
its ghost and boom towns, interspersing his informative account with 
absorbing legends of this "elusive," paradoxical region. Photographs. 
Index. 917.22 


Boggs, W.S. The foundations of philately. Van Nostrand. $5. 
"Basic, definitive. . . guide" by an expert who traces the history 
of postal systems, postage stamps and stamp collecting, suggests 
ways to organize and care for various types of collections,and gives 
technical information on the manufacture of stamps, types of paper, 
watermarks and perforations, including French and German equivalents 
of English philatelic terms, Photographs,drawings. Suggested read- 
ings, index. 383.22 


*Brams, W.A. Your blood pressure; and how to live with it. Lippin- 
cott. $2 95. 
Succinct, clear explanation of the causes, effects and control of 
high blood pressure,by a heart specialist who gives up-to-date facts 
for the layman. Diagrams. Appendixes. 616.1 


YP *Carr, A.F. The windward road;adventures of a naturalist on remote 

RH Caribbean shores. Knopf. $4.50. 
Fascinating, leisurely account of "nosing around in the tropics" for 
information on the habits of sea turtles, enlivened with interesting 
anecdotes of a delightful back-country people and odd animals encoun- 
tered along the way. Photographs. Glossary, index. 574.97 


YP *Comandini, Adele. Voctor Kate, angel on snowshoes;the story of Kute 
R Pelham Newcomb, M.D. Rinehart. $3.75. 
Heartwarming biography of the woman who left a Detroit medical prac- 
tice to nurse her husband back to health in rural Wisconsin, served 
the community as country doctor and built a modern hospital with 
funds contributed after her TV appearance on "This Is Your Life." 
Photographs. B or 92 


The Bookmark -135- March, 1956 








ment," covering almost every phase of the household arts. Quarto, 
with numerous photographs and drawings. Index. 647 
*The complete book of home decorating, by J.E. Mayabb (Wise. $4.95. 
747.88) teems with workable, economic suggestions for tasteful 
and comfortable everyday living. Fully illustrated quarto, with 
drawings, diagrams and photographs, many in color. Index. 


Gray, Milner. Package design. Studio-Crowell. $6.95. 

Valuable, beautifully-printed volume clearly presenting the theories 
and techniques of packaging "as a function distribution," applied to 
British products. Photographs,drawings. Bibliography , indexes.659.12 


Harris, W.F. The look of the old West. Viking. $7.50. 

Witty and distinctive social history that tells of "tall trifles"—— 
military and civilian dress, weapons and equipment, modes of life 
and travel -=- in the American West from 1865-1900. Quarto, with 
maps and authentic drawings. Bibliography, index. 917.8 


YP *Henderson, John. The complete book of first aid.Duell;Little.$3.50. 

RH The medical director of Johnson & Johnson has compiled this "simple, 
straightforward" manual, describing the anatomy and functions of the 
body and treatment for common injuries. Drawings, tables, bibli- 
ography, index. (50¢ paper) 614.88 


Heschel, A.wJ. God in search of man; a philosophy of Judaism. 

Farrar. $5. 

Sequel to Man is not alone (1951), this profound, beautifully written 
study in self-understanding will interest the layman and scholar, 

the Jew and non-Jew. Notes, index. 296 


YP *Jennison, K.W. The boys and their mother. Viking. $2.75. 

RH Original presentation, enhanced by gentle repartee, makes this a 
memorable account of how the author and his wife grew up with their 
two teen-age sons in a New York City apartment and a rambling old 
suburban house. 818.5 


Johnson, Wendell. Your most enchanted listener. Harper. $3. 
Pointing up the "compelling satisfaction to be gained from being 
clear and talking sense," this is a delightfully fresh consideration 
of effective communication between speaker and listener, often the 
same person. Diagrams. Index. 422 


Jordan, J.A. Elephants and ivory, us told to John Prebble. Rinehart. 
$3.50. 

"True tales of hunting and adventure" (subtitle) by a 75-year-old 
hunter who took the first film safari into Africa and whose wife 

was the first white woman to cross this continent. Photographs.799.29 


Keyes, Mrs F.P.W. St. Anne, grandmother of our Saviour. Messner.$5. 
Unusual volume, containing chapters on the life,cult,songs,poems and 
canticles of St. Anne. Small guarto, with reproductions of paint- 
ings and other photographs. Appendix. 232.9 


The Bookmark -137- 1956 





YP 
RH 


YP 
RH 


*Keyes, N.B. Ben Franklin; an affectionate portrait. Hanover. $2.95. 
Delightful, soundly researched volume on Franklin's long life and 
many-sided career, his social and political environment and his re- 
actions to it. ‘Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Kuo, Ping-chia. China: new age and new outlook. Knopf. $3.75. 
Relating the Chinese Communists' record to "the larger issue of the 
new China in the making," a historian and former official of the 
Chinese Nationalist Government interprets recent events in the light 


of his people's political and economic development. Index. 951.05 


La Farge, Oliver. Behind thc mountains. Houghton. 43. 

Graceful sketches of his wife's people, the Bacas, and a bygone way 
of life in New Mexico, All but three chapters appeared in The 

New Yorker. 917.89 


*Lake, Alexander. Your prayers are always answered. Gilbert. $2.95. 
The author of Hunter's choice hus chosen from his world-wide collec- 
tion of more than 2,000 inspiring, dramatic prayer stories those that 
have "the human and spiritual qualities so needed by people...today."248 


*Lewis, A.H. The Aaronsburg story. Vanguard. $3.50. 

How, in a small Pennsylvania Dutch village, a unique experiment in 
democracy was successfully carried out and will be continued in other 
communities is told in this stirring narrative. 974.85 


Lewis, C.S. Surprised by joy; the shape of my early life. Harcourt. 
$3.50. 

Revealing the conversion to Christianity of the author of The screw- 
tape letters, this sensitive, scintillating autobiography tells of 
his heritage, student days at several schools and at Oxford, service 
in World War I, and his inner world of thought and imagination. 248 


Longstreet, Stephen. The boy in the Model T; a journey in the just 
gone past. Simon & Schuster. $3.95. 

Flavorsome account of a 12-year-old boy's cross-country trip in 1919 
with fiery, outspoken "Gramp" and pretty, self-willed Mother, and 
good eating along the way. Drawings by the author. 917.3 


McClellan, G.B. Jr. The gentleman and the tiger; autobiography; ed. 

by H.C. Syrett. Lippincott. $6. 

Edited from the original manuscript with an astute introduction, tiese 
interesting memoirs are by the former New York City mayor, congressiiun, 
lawyer, member of Tammany Hall, newspaperman, teacher, author and 
lieutenant colonel. Fhotographs, curtoons. Index, Bb or 92 


Mikes, George. Leap threiigh the curtain; the story of Nera Kovach 

& Istvan Rabovsky. Dutton. $3.50. ; 

In alternate chapters, two young Hungarian ballet stars tell simply 
but dramatically of their childhood and meeting at the Ballet School 
of the Royal Hungarian Opera, their success and marriage, training in 
Russia and escape from East Berlin to the United States. B or 92 
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Morison, S.E. History of United stutes naval operations in World 

War II; v.10, The Atlantic battle won, May 1943-May 1945.Little.$6. 
A continuation of Vol. I of this serics, concerned with the war on 
enemy submarines and the sinking of "Scharnhorst." Maps, photographs, 
charts. Appendixes, index. 940.54 


YP *Moses, Robert. Working for the people; promise and performance in 

R public service. Harper. $4.50. 
The chairman of the New York State Power Authority, long active in 
housing, planning and park projects, discusses his problems, accom- 
plishments and aims, concluding with a valuable chapter on the prepa- 
ration and necessary qualities for leadership in government work. 
Photographs. Notes, index. 350 


O'Neill, E.G. Long day's journey into night. Yale Univ. $3.75. 
Deeply moving, autobiographical drama written in 1940 and now posthu- 
mously published, depicting, in the "four haunted Tyrones," the play- 
wright's niggardly father, his morphine-addicted Mother, drunken 
brother and himself, the unhappy, tubercular poet, 812.5 


Postgate, R.W. Story of a year; 1848. Oxford Univ. $4.50. 
Brilliant, month-by~month survey of the social and political con- 
ditions that produced popular uprisings throughout the world. Maps, 
many photographs and drawings. References, index, 940.28 


PR *Pritchard, Mrs M.W. Country echoes. Comet. 93. 

H Cheerful reminiscences of childhood on a New York farm at the turn 
of the century re-create "never-to-return days," affording an un- 
sentimental "glimpse back to moments of rare pleasure." Photo- 
graph, 630.1 


YP *Sanderson, I.T. Follow the whale, Little. ‘6. 

RH Giving new perspective by its geographical and chronological arrange- 
ment, this fascinating volume brings together diverse facts about 
Whales and whale-hunting from prehistoric times to the present.Maps, 
charts, drawings. Appendixes, bibliography, index. 639 


Stayman, 5.M. The complete Stayman system of contract bidding. 
Rinehart. $3.95. 

How to improve your bridge game and enjoy it is demonstrated by an 
expert. who stresses the importance of a newer, more subtle method 
of bidding. 795.41 


YP Stevenson, A.E. What I think. Hurper. po 

RH A selection of well-written speeches und articles by the "titular 
head" of the Democratic party, dating from the end of the 1952 presi- 
dential campaign to late 1955. 329.01 


YP *Williams, Jay. A change of climate; a more or less aimless and 

R amiable account of various journeys and encounters abroad. Random, 
$3.50. 
A Connecticut writer with his family wintered on Majorca until the 
younger child's illness took them to Englund, and this is a lively 
record of their experiences and impressions. Drawings. 8138.5 
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Fiction 


YP *Cary, Joyce. A house of children. Harper. $3.50. 

RH Summers at Dunamara, Ireland, a bevy of cousins, the tutor, Pinto, 
and the magic world of childhood are sensitively, beautifully evoked 
in this winner of the James Tait Black Memorial Prize in England. 


YP *Cecil, Henry, pseud. Brothers in law. Harper. $3.50. 

RH Diverting tale of how naive Roger Thursby, a barrister at 21, 
weathers his first year in the courtroom and the problem of loving 
two attractive, designing young girls. 


YP *Earl, Lawrence. The frozen jungle. Knopf. $3.50. 

R  Suspense-filled first novel telling how a missionary's young daughter 
uses her knowledge of woodcraft to keep herself and four men alive 
through the long Arctic winter and incidentally redeems one of them, 
a drunkard, after their plane crashes in unmapped Labrador. 


Jhabvala, Mrs. R.P. Amrita. Norton. $3.50. 

Witty, conversational novel of modern India about two young: people 
who imagine themselves in love and the machinations of their parents 
who contrast old ways with the new. 


Kirst, H.H. The revolt of Gunner Asch; tr. from the German.Little.$3.95. 
Humorous satire of the lives and loves of members of a Nazi Wehrmacht 
artillery company in peacetime, centering on a clever draftee who,dis- 
gusted by the noncommissioned officers' persecution of his friend, 

tries to break the chains of Prussian discipline. 


Markandaya, Kamala, pseud. Some inner fury. Day. $3.50. 

In a poetic tale of modern India, Mira relates the drama of her 
brother's luckless marriage, her own doomed love for English Richard 
and the native uprising which ends in violence. Adult. 


Narayan, R.K. Waiting for the Mahatma. Michigan State ‘iniv. $3.50. 
This quiet love story of two of Gandhi's young disciples richly in- 
terprets the last five years of the Mahatma's life. 


YP *O'Neal, Cothburn. The very young Mrs. Poe. Crown. $3.50. 

R  Well-researched, appealing tale of the poet's love for his child 
bride and cousin, Virginia Clemm, whose unfailing devotion and mature 
understanding inspired her unstable, depressed husband to his great- 
est achievements, 


Richter, H.W. They fell from God's hands; tr. from the German. 
Dutton. $4.95. 

What the war-ravaged years from 1939-50 meant to the little people 
of Europe who bore the brunt of the suffering and pain, dramatically 
told in unforgettable vignettes tracing the lives of a variety of 
characters through successive crises. For the mature reader. 


Salter, James. The hunters. Harper. $3. 
This swiftly paced novel of war:in the Korean skies, where life is 
reduced to shooting down MIGs and returning from missions, realisti- 
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cally conveys the motivations and emotions of a captain vhe 
disparate members of his jet-fighter squadron. Frank sex treatment. 







Shirer, W.L. The consul's wife. Little. 43.50. 

How decent Harold Leighton, American consul-general in Pawancore, at- 
tempts to keep the peace in the midst of terror and the involvement 
of his beautiful, Hungarian-born wife makes an engrossing, adult 
story. (Pub. date: April 4) 











Sinclair, Harold. The horse soldiers. Harper. $3.95. 
Rollicking, absorbing account of a 16-day raid made by Union Army 
Colonel Jack Marlowe and his cavalry brigade deep into Confederate 
territory in Mississippi, where they destroyed railroad lines and 
war materials. Profanity may offend. 












YP *Styles, Showell. The frigate captain. Vanguard. $3.50. 
R Tells of the valiant British Navy Captain Lord Thomas Cochrane's 

career during the Napoleonic Wars, his contemporaries and the tender 
love of "Kathy" for her hero. 









PR *Walker, D.H. Harry Black. Houghton. $3.95. 

Opening with an English ex-army officer's exciting hunt for a danger- 
ous tiger in India, this romantic, compelling novel portrays the dis- 
illusionment and regeneration of a proud man who "likes to think he 
goes alone." 








Warner, S.T. Winter in the air, and other stories. Viking. $3.50. 
Varied moods and themes are evidenced in these perceptive sketches 
set in contemporary England. Mainly reprinted from The New Yor‘er. 


















White, Victor. The dominant note. Bobbs-Merrill. $3.95. 
Now 24, illegitimate Peter Domanig, previously met in the novels sub- 
titled Steel and Brass, finds his artist-father in Santa Fe and, with 
tensity and colorful detail, the social life and interrelationships 
are skilfully delineated as Peter. feels his long-novrished hatred 
changing to affection and he terminates an affair with an alluring, 
older woman to marry an attractive contemporary. Sophisticated. 











YP *Wibberley, Leonard. McGtllicuddy McGotham. Little. $2.75. 
RH Delightful fantasy about a leprechaun ambassador's successful mission 
to America on behalf of his people when New World Airlines in Ireland 
tries to build a runway on land sacred to the "Little Folk." 










YP Yates, Elizabeth. The Carey girl. Coward-McCann. {2.775 

R Jilted by her sweetheart, 22-year-old Kit Carey takes poison and how, 
with the help of an understanding doctor and his wife, she derives 

spiritual. experience from her last days in their Long Islan. home 

is tenderly related. 














* & # # 7 + 














Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


Recent Accessions 


Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Ethel Lansing, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 
not have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ARCHITECTURE 


Andrews, Wayne. Architecture, ambition and Americans; a history of 
American architecture, from the beginning to the present... New 
York, Harper ,1955, 315p. 720.973 A572 


Carpenter, Ralph E. The fifty best historic American houses, Colonial 
and Federal, now furnished and open to the public. New York, 
Dutton, 1955. 1112p. (Mowbra Hall Press book) 973 296 


BIOGRAPHY 


Brockway, Wallace, ed. High moment; stories of supreme crises in the 
lives of great men, as told by Bertrand Russell -and others, New 
York, Simon and Schuster, 1955. 273p. 920.02 BS64 


Frank, Joseph. The Levellers; a history of the writings...John Lilburne, 
Richard Overton, William Walwyn. Cambridge, Harvard Ur iversity 
Press, 1955. 345p. 9/° .062 F828 


Larkin, Lew. Bingham: fighting artist; the story of Missov:''s immortal 
painter, patriot, soldier, and statesman. St. Louis, “vat: Pub. Co. 
c0l19555 358p. 759.1 PAL 


Rosenberry, Edward H. Melville and the comic spirit. Camb Harvard 
University Press, 1955. 21lp. ? 36 Dr 


THE CHILD 


Almy, Millie Corinne. Child development. New York, Holt -195! 490p. 
372.1 ALLO 


+ 


Mead, Margaret, ed. Childhood in contemporary cultures. Chicago 
University of Chicago Press (1955; 473p. } 392.3 MAT9 


Wattenberg, William \!. The adolescent years. New York, Harcourt, Brace 
c1955, 510p. 136.7354 W346 
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LIFE OU'l-—OF-DOORS 





Hood, Mary V. Outdoor hazards, real and fancied; a guide to out-of- 
doors safety for campers, hikers, hunters, fishermen, and travelers 
in the United States. New York, Macmillan, 1955. 242p. 570.4 H777 


















House & garden. New complete book of gardens. 
Schuster, 1955. 320p. 


New York, Simon and 
712 qH842 


SOCIAL PROBLEMS 





Reber, Daniel Harry. The new world of tomorrow. New York,.Vantage 
Press -1955; 267p. 301.153 R291 
















Shumsky, Abraham. The clash of cultures in Israel, a problem for edu- 
cation. New York, Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, 1955. 170p. ‘(Teachers College studies in education) 

296 $562 


THE WORLD OF THE JOURNALIST 


Tarry, Ellen. The third door; the autobiography of an American Negro 
woman. ‘New York, D. Mcsay Co. cl955j 304p. O71 Zt19t 


Trietsch, James'‘H. The printer and the prince; a study of the influence 
of Horace Greeley upon Abrdham Lincolh as candidate dnd ‘President. 
New York, Exposition Press (19557 332p. 071 Zg7t 


Walker, Danton. Danton's inferno; the story of a colvinnist and how he 
grew. New York, Hastings House ¢1955; 312p. O71 Zwl7w 





‘MISCELLANEOUS 











Adamski, George. Inside the space ships. New York, Abelari~Schuman 
c19559 = 256p. 629.133 A219 





Baron, Hans. The crisis of the early italian Renaissance; civic human- 
ism and republican liberty in an age of classicism and tyranny. 
Princeton, Nw J., Princeton University Press, 1955. 2 Vv. 

945.05 £795 

Buber, Martin. The legend of the Baal-Shem. Translated from the German 
by Maurice Friedman. New York, Harper -19553 222p. 398.22 4917 










Crisp, Leslie Finlay. The Australian Federal Labour Party, 1901-1951. 
London, New York, Longmans, Green (19553 341p. 329.994 C932 





Gurnham, Gharles Frederick. Ffrinciples of industrial waste treatment, 
New York, Wiley (1955) 399p. 626.5 G9Al 


Lessner, Erwin Christian. Cradle of conquerors: Siberia. Garden City, 
N. ¥., Doubleday, 1955.  T77Adp. 957 L639 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION 


Activities in Libraries 


SS SO 


55555 


Edited by Marion H. Vedder, Institution Library Consultant 


News notes relating especially to state institution libraries 
are stressed this month. Notes on activities in public librar- 
ies are held over to the April issue. 


The need for good library service in every state institution is 
becoming apparent to more and more people. There is evidence too, that 
more attention is being given to the meaning of "good" and "service |" 
Standards are recognized not only as desirable but as essential. Stand- 
ards in library personnel define the number of people required to do a 
good job and the grades of positions needed to provide satisfactory 
training and experience for the job as well as to provide salary 
levels and promotion opportunities necessary for recruiting and hold- 
‘ing good personnel. Standards in books, periodicals and other library 
materials give a minimum number of standard and current items needed 
yearly, based on the number of people to be using them. Standards in 
library facilities indicate the space and equipment required in order 
to provide the best library service. 


These standards have been incorporated into an over-all plan for all 
state institutions.* Two most important steps, however, are yet to be 
accomplished: 1. budgetary provision to meet the needs indicated in 
the Plan; 2. recruiting many more institution librarians. The intangi- 
ble rewards and satisfactions: in hospital and correctional libraries 
appeal to many, provided satisfactory budgetary provisions are made. 
Will 1956 be the year that "good library service" is made possible for 
every state institution? 


Visits to the state institutions this past year have shown increas- 
ing interest and concern for the quality and extent of library services 
not only to patients and inmates, but to personnel and student train- 
ees, as well. Many of the library stuff members are working far be- 
yond a normal "work load" in order to give additional, mx ecded li- 
brary service. In many instances, staff members from other services, 
or volunteers, are helping to supervise or “extend" the Jiurar;. with 
almost no exception, every institution needs more library positions 
but some institutions do not have eve one Library position! 


*New York State Institution Libraries. Survey and Plan of Service. 
Revised, 1956. Available soon from the Division of Library Exten- 
sion, New York State Library, Albany l, N. Y. 
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Health Department. June Treadwell has joined the staff at Broadacres 


Mental Hygiene Department. Although no lib 


rection Department. Under the supervision of the education supervisor, 
a talented and interested inmate at Clinton Prison has weeded and 
reorganized the Library. - Through the efforts of kev. John F. McNam- 
ira, Catholic Chaplain at Dannemora State Nospital, a fairly large 
collection of book re than fills a small library room. A patient 





Librarian has recently started ich needed bookcart service to the 
other patients. - At the New York State Vocational Institution, West 


Coxsackie, an experiment to determine the interest, value, and practi- 
cality of buying paperbound books is now being conducted. Several 
methods of j books f will be tried and studied. 





Hospital, Utica, to take charge of the library, which 
ded, reorganized and books from the Pine Crest Sana- 
torium in Herkimer placed in the collection as needed. = Plans have 
been initiated at the_J. N. Adam Memorial Hospital, Perrysburg, to 


4 
reorganize the medical library to make it easier for the staff to 





Social Welfare Department. Otisville Training School for Boys is a 


new training school near Middletown. Much work on the buildings: and 
srounds is being done by the boys and staff members before the full 


progra in be put into effect. Temporary library quarters have been 
established and an initial order of books has been organized with the 
help of institution librarians in the area. At present, a teacher 
supervises the library. 


rary position has yet been 
library service to patients 
arted under the supervision of the recreation depar ment. 
An attractive room has been equipped and many donated books have 
been sorted, classified and cataloged. Two »ranch libraries have 
been started and more are planned, in an effort to provide as much 
library service as possible. - With the help of a volunteer, a regu- 
lar discussion group for patients preparing for discharge has been 
organized at Hudson River State Hospital, Poughkeepsie. This dis- 
cussion group has proven so successful 1 that others are contemplated 
as leaders can be found. - The School of Nursing library has been 
thoroughly weeded of out-dated material and reorganized in the new 
School of Nursing Arts quarters. ~ At Central Islip, Pilgrim and 
Rockland State Hospitals the Library Assistant positions have been 
reclassified to Junior Librarian. - Buffalo State Hospital notes have 
been contributed by Mrs. Ruth Darrin, librarian. Space does not per-= 
mit a description of the system worked cut for organization of the 
record collection used as music therapy. Anyone interested can write 
directly to her for details of this project. Mrs. Darrin writes: 


ag s °° ar . - LJ twi4 te 
created at Kings Park State Hospital, 
nas been s 


ct 


ft 


he 
U 
= 








ational Therapy collection at the Buffalo State Hospital 
f pamphlets and plates of inestimable value to the de- 
; posed a major cataloging problem. To catalog each 
plate and pamphlet separately would have entailed endless work, in- 
numerable cards and probably caused confusion on the shelves. 
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"We decided to separate both pamphlets and plates into general class- 
es, i.e., pamphlets on alcoholism, mental deficiency, epilepsy, thora- 
zine, etec., and the plates, which were mostly design, in divisions 
such as: paper sculpture, Pennsylvania Dutch, cross stitch, quilt 

and costume designs. Some plates: came in sets and these were kept 
together. Boxes such as are shown in the drawing were made for 

each set. 


"In general, we followed regular rules for cataloging this material. 
A Dewey decimal number was assigned to each set and catalog cards 
were typed. Complete information was typed on the shelf list card, 
including the names of a particular set of pamphlets, or the number 
of plates in a set of plates. Then a main author card and subject 
cards were made for each group of material. Pamphlet material was 
given an arbitrary main title, such as Briefs on thorazine, Briefs 
on cerebral palsy, etc. The same method was used in cataloging plates 
where a title did not appear on a set. So far this has proved a 
satisfactory way to handle a mass of material which is valuable to 
us. 


"The portfolios, designed and made by the hospital bindery in several 
sizes, are very practical for our use. This portfolio is easily made 
from cardboard and heavy Kraft wrapping paper. The cardboard should 

be about 1/38" thick. The front cover may be made of thinner stock. 


"The accompanying sketches are all drawn approximately to the ssue 
scale. Fig. 1 shows the portfolio closed. Fig. 2 shows it open. 
Fig. 3 shows front, side, and bottom elevations without the front 
cover, F, or the spine, R. The bottom is made of two pieces of card- 
board glued together, the dimensions of the upper piece being smaller 
by two thicknesses of the cardboard. A small strip is cut out of ech 
side to accommodate the front, A. Fig. 4 shows how the parer *s cut 
to cover the sides, which are glued to the paper within th: broken 
lines. The flaps 1, 2, 3 are then glued down over the cur hoard in 
that order. The flaps, S, are to be glued later to the si 

The rib or spine, R, is made of laminated cardboards. ‘Th 

the front cover, F, are fitted on after the mair. body of the 

folio has been assembled. 


"A large piece of heavy Kraft paper is spread out anc t 

C, glued to it. Then the bottom, B, is fitted by joining i 
upright position to, C. It is then glued flat to the par rr. Th 
flaps, e, are turned over and glued toC. Then likewise tne flap: 
K and d. Then B is brought to an upright position and its flaps 
glued to the sides. The front, A, is then brought over © an 
flaps, h, glued to the sides. Then the flaps, f, are also gli 
the sides. 


"Lastly, the spine, R, and the front cover, F, are joined to the wain 
body of the portfolio by gluing a piece of cloth across alli three, as 
shown in Fig. 7. A piece of Kraft paper may be glued over the cloth, 
to give a uniform appearance, if desired." 
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Portfolio for Plates and Pamphlets Used 
at Buffalo State Hospital 


papers for sides 
Fe@. LZ 
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"OPERATION BOOKSHELF" 


This is the name of a project of the Scarsdale Woman's Club Com- 
mittee of 100, in which nearly 30,000 books have been already collected, 
sorted and distributed to 15 institutions, nine of which are within 
Westchester County and some as far away as India. The idea, which orig- 
inated with the chairman, Mrs. Thomas B. Leech, in 1954, has grown and 
developed into a full-sized, cooperative, community project of which 
Mrs. Everett Noetzell is executive chairman. 


From housewives, from rental libraries, from publishers, from 
school children and individual friends, books continue to pour in to 
the Scarsdale Woman's Glub headquarters. Here a small room, equipped 
with book shelves, is the center of constant activity. All books which 
will serve a useful purpose at one of the institutions are placed on 
the appropriate shelves and delivered at frequent intervals. Other 
books, not suitable or needed, are sold in order to buy more books which 
are needed. A chart of the interests of each institution guides the 
selection. As the needs and interests change, the chart is changed 
also. Every effort is made to distribute only books which are wanted 
and will be used. 


Transportation is a major problem. Not only do Club members and 
members of the Volunteer Service Bureau take active part in this phase 
of "Operation Bookshelf," but a great deal of help is obtained from the 
"Old Guard," a group of retired business men. 


Members of the Scarsdale Woman's Club, in fact, all who are partici- 
pating in "Operation Bookshelf," are finding great satisfaction as well 
as much hard work. Through their cooperative effort, an outstanding 
opportunity is provided for many people to show their interest in peopis 
less fortunate than they: boys and girls away from home who need en- 
couragement and a feeling that others are interested in them; young women 
who are being helped to understand their mistakes and to learn how to be 
better citizens and mothers; convalescents, the old and chronically ill, 
for whom time passes very slowly. 


"Operation Bookshelf" at Scarsdale is truly a Friends of Institution 
Libraries. If other communities have now or are contemplating similar 
projects, Mrs. Donald F. Sealy, 7 Walworth Ave., Scarsdale, Ne. Y., will 
be glad to hear about them. 





Cries es. PO XIET EK 
3 : — 




















“AND OF STATE- -WIDE INTEREST 


Edited by Wilfred Laurier Morin, Mason Tolman, Edgar Tompkins 


DAR. Lineage Books Presented to State Librarys Om February 8 the Ganse-~ 
voort Chapter of the New a State f A.R. in Albany presented to the 


ciety of the Daughters of "the saiaiee Revolution, consisting of 166 
volumes of rolls and 4 index volumes. Mrs. Warren L. Bradt, librarian 
of the chapter, made the formal presentation to Edna L. Jacobsen, head 
of the Manuscripts and History Section, who in accepting the gift ex- 
pressed appreciation for the fine spirit of cooperation that has existed 
over the years between the chapter and the section, which handles every 
year hundreds of requests for Revolutionary War service records. Mrs. 
George L. Nickerson, regent of the chapter, and Dr. Charles F. Gosnell, 
State Librarian, also spoke briefly. The books will be bound, will bear 
a special Gansevoort Chapter bookplate, and will be shelved in the Manu- 
scripts Reading Room, where they will be conveniently at hand for consul-~ 
tation by staff and public. 


Revision of Federal Depository Obligations: Conclusion of negotiations 
between the New York State Library and the U. S. Superintendent of Docu- 
ments in Washington has produced important changes in the federal de- 
pository system insofar as it relates to libraries of the State of New 
York. .Participation by existing depositories in a controlled disposal 
program will be voluntary, and is expected to offer at least a partial 
release to.some libraries of the obligation to maintain collections of 
older federal documents. Dr. Gosnell, State Librarian, has appointed 
the following members of the State Library staff as s committee to co- 
ordinate the program: William P. Leonard, Legislative Reference Librar- 
ian, Chairman; Mason Tolman, Reference Librarian; Mrs. Ethel Lansing, 
head of the Order Section; Peter Paulson, head of the Gift and Exchange 
Section. The program will be the subject of an article in the April issue 
of The Bookmark. 


State Library Exhibits: During the month of March an exhibit entitled 
"New York State as a Publisher" will be displayed in the rotunda of The 
New York State Library. Plans are now under way for the presentation of 
an exhibit commemorating the 100th Anniversary of the Albany County Medi- 
cal Society during the month of April. The exhibit is being planned 
jointly by Heath Babcock, Medical librarian, Dr. Emerson Kelly, and 

Dr. Arthur Bedell. 


Federal Census of 1880 Population Schedules: The New York State Library 
recently acquired from the National Archives at Washington the population 
schedules of the 13880 Federal Census in New York State, in 105 volumes. 
The information contained in the census is of special interest to gene- 
alogists, sociologists, economists, historians and persons who may neeth 
to trace their family history back to 1880. 
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Mrs. Goodfellow Leaves the Department: Mrs. Esther E. Goodfellow,.li- 
brarian and organizer of the New York State Museum and Science Service 
Library since 1948, and with the State Library from 1946-43; is leaving 
to accept a position as a reference librarian in the Science and Tech- 
nology Division of the Cleveland Public Library. She will take up her 
new duties on April 1, 1956. 


Regents Elected by the Legislature: On February 7, 1956, the Legis- 
lature elected two new Revents and re-elected a third. Dr. T. Norman 
Hurd of Ithaca was named Regent at large to succeed Vice Chancellor 
Edward R. Eastman, who is retiring because of the mandatory age limit. 
Charles W. Millard, Jr., of Buffalo was elected for the Eighth Judicial 
District to fill ent the term of Welles V. Moot, who also has reached 
the mandatory age limit. Chosen to succeed himself for a full term 

was Regent John F. Brosnan of New York City, first elected to the Board 
in 1949 to complete the term of Regent Stanley Brady, who resigned in 
December 1948. Regent Hurd is Professor of Agricultural Economics at 
the State College of Agriculture, Cornell University. Regent Millard 
is executive vice-president of the Manufacturers Traders Trust Company 
of Buffalo. Regent Brosnan is a lawyer and a member of the firm of 
Mudge, Stern, Williams and Tucker of New York City. 


Melcher Scholarship Funds Librarians and friends of libraries still 
have an opportunity to contribut« to th -eder S$. Melcher Scholarship 
Fund. Originated as an express of gratitude to the donor of the New- 
bery and Caldecott Medals, this und, when completed, will provide a 
yearly scholarship for someone wishing pursue professional education 
in children's librarianship. Names of donors will be hani-lettered in 
leather-bound volumes and prese <d to Mr. Melcher The goal for the 


© 


fund is $25.000 of which more an half has aiready been raised 


= A 6 n 
butions may be sent to: Mildre Batchelde , American Library Associ 
ation, 50 East Huron Stree’ icago ] T11: mon 


orders payable to the Melcher Scholarship Fund 
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Newspaper Puzzles: Commenting on books damaged by the large nu 
contestants attempting to solve the Albany Times-Union's recent 
tie-breaker, Tip Roseberry, in his column, "The Roving R 
scribed the problems created in the Albany Public Librari 

York State Library. lle quoted from, t tate law, whicl 

ment "by imprisonment for not more thai 

more than 4100, or by both such fine 


liealth Book Review Index: The first issue c he Mental Health 
view Index, which will D ished semiannually, is now ‘available 


bh 1 3 hs -_ — Sa . - an . alety $ e . 
charge to librariar seeking this kind of 


ical assistance. The new publication indexes reviews of books in 


lds of psychology, psychiatry, pshchoanalysis, and related sub- 
aring in 50 subject Scala s sreated and edited by the sub- 
E > A d-1t Lducation Committee, the 
nuary-February 1956 of 
York 3, New York. 
idressed to Miss Lois 
Flushing, L.I. 
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PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT 
Edited by Marion H. Vedder, Institution Library Consultant 


Bloch, H.A. & Flynn, F.T. Delinquency: the juvenile offender in America 
Loday. Random, 1955. $7.95. 
To be published in April, this appraisal of delinquency by two well- 
known authorities should be challenging reading for all concerned. 


Glueck, Sheldon, & Glueck, Eleanor. Physique and delinquency. Harper, 
1956. $6.50. 
Announced for publication in March, this book should contribute further 
toward unraveling juvenile delinquency. 


Oppenheim, Abe. Diversion and direction. Wilson‘Library Bulletin. 30: 
245-48 + N'55. Single copy, 25¢. 
The significance of the library in the California Institution for Men 
at Chino, California, is ably presented by the librarian. 


Perrine, C.J. A correctional institution's library service. Wilson 
Library Bulletin. 30:249 +N'55. Single copy, 25¢. 
The Director of Education at New Jersey Reformatory, Bordentown, de- 
picts the library as "a cultural center for the community of men within 
prison walls." 


Pringle, Patrick. Hue and cry: the story of Henry and John Fielding 

and their Bow Street runners. Morrow, 1955. $4. 

Based on sound research, the author vividly describes the birth and 
growing pains of the British police. Although of interest to the general 


reader, the book has special meaning and significance for all concerne~ 
with law and order. 


Sullivan, Katharine. Girls on parole. Houghton, 1956. $3. 

Katherine Sullivan has written a stimulating book, factual and direct, 
of the work of the Parole Board and the parole agents with the girls on 
parole. The reader is not distracted from the human problem by sets of 
dull statistics; rather, a complex and variable picture is drawn in terins 
of human experience. 

The book is directed to the general public to inform and educate re- 
sponsible citizens in the work of the Parole Board. This is done by 
giving complete and colorful case histories of some of the more than 
3,000 women who came before the Beard of which Miss Sullivan was a mem- 
ber. A sensitive and vivid account of a Board Day opens the book and the 
story plunges at once into the conditions of parole and considerations 
that determine whether an inmate is adjudged a good parole risk by the 
Board. 

The story is essentially one of rehabilitation, the efforts of the 
parole agent to help the parolee adjust to the community. In many cases, 
this is accomplished. In all cases, skilled and patient heip is needed 
by the girls on parole, insecure, often friendless, with a background of 
failure and instability.| 

Ideally, an integrated effort by the community, church and social 
agencies, private and public, guided by trained social workers and a 
conscientious and enlightened Parole Board, provides the strongest plan 
for the success of the girls on parole. Actually, the parole agent had 
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the direct and weekly contacts with the girls, assisted by the parole  _ 
supervisor and finally by the Board when needed. The other organizations 
mentioned are often apathetic, sometimes antagonistic and, on occasions, 

invaluable, providing the determining influence that brings success from 

disaster. 

The author believes that an informed public could in many cases pre- 
vent crime by attacking conditions in their community that damage chil- 
dren often irreparably and wreck families. Existing private and public 
social agencies are equipped to help but are called too late or not at 
all. Schools must accept their share of responsibility for the welfare 
of children. But the "do-gooder," with a sentimental and uninformed 
approach to this problem of the troubled and maladjusted person, courts 
disappointment and frustration. 

Miss Sullivan is warm and imaginative in her relating of case histo- 
ries. The success stories are rewarding; the failures sad but inevi- 
table. Each girl is a challenge and the interest is personal yet the 
problems of the girls are treated with detachment. 

By contrast with the hopeful, often effective work with the girls on 
parole, there is almost a complete silence on the effectiveness of the 
institution in preparing the inmate for parole. No mention is made of 
the need for job training although it is stated that many of the girls 
lack job experience. Domestic, live-in jobs have little attraction for 
most inmates nor do they have the stability to hold them. This is the 
type of work mentioned as being most suited to many girls, studied by 
the Massachusetts Board. The recommendation that first offenders, the 
young offenders, be separated from the recidivists was strongly sup- 
ported. No mention was made of an education program. Loss of freedom 
was the only deterrent the institutions seem to provide to a life of 
crime. If 95% of all inmates are ultimately returned to society, this 
seems a negative approach at best for rehabilitation and the protection 
of society. 

Miss Sullivan has written a book that leaves the reader thoughtful, 
with a sense of responsibility toward his fellows. And the author's re- 
iterated belief that no case is completely hopeless is inspiring. The 
neglected child that becomes the anti-social, insecure adult and is 
helped to maturity is dramatic; the struggle for human dignity is mov- 
ing. It is well-written, informative and timely. 


Annette M. Jackson 
Westfield State Farm 


ne * * 


"A11 the modern media of communication are enormously useful and we 
are fortunate to have them. But not one of them is indispensable to 
the basic values of our civilization. It is books that are indispensa- 
ble, those patient, portable, durable carriers of all human knowledge. 
They are the base upon which the workers in every other media depend, 
and the source of more delight, more knowledge and more power than we 
Americans have yet been able to realize." 

From "Why Read Books?" by Marchette Chute. Reprinted with per- 
mission from Scholastic Teacher, Nevember 3, 1955. 
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"The art of reading requires the use of two senses, not 
one. -The -eye must take in and the ear_muat hear, ~The ear 
__Will_nermalty divoonnedt itself if the words the eye is look. 
ing at are poorly chosen. But if a reader has any appreoie 
ation of language and et and beauty, his ear will tune in 
when he reads good writing. If the auther had any serious 
aspirations toward art and was not just trying te earn an 
honest penny by hack work, he chose his words with care and 
arranged them with prayer. Other words and other arrange- 
ments would not do. They would not sound right. The ones he 
ohose sound as nearly right es he could make them, 


"Reading, ef ceurse, does net make demands enly en the 
eye and ear. 1t requires the active use of the whole mind, 
heading ean be a passive enjoyment, a seething distraction, 
like smoking epium. But at its best it is an active exereise 
ef the intelleet and the imagination, and alse ef the emotions, 
Te read fine beeks witheut feeling ey: jey, lieve 
and indignatien is te miss the richest part the reading ex- 


perience, Te be a geod reader requires eencentrated effert, 


wheleehearted eeeperation with the author, It eannet be dene 
with a lagy mind and an indifferent spirit," 


from The =daliar geld pigge, by Orville Preseett, 
_ eepyright 1956, 


Published by Randem House, $3,506, and reprinted with 
peraigsioen, 
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Newbery and Galdecott Avarda 


De ¥eu knew that a ; by dean Lee Latham 
eee: 62178) vas was eva ew ry medai fer 1955? 


hat © fae ha Lett iilustrated 
by 08 es eS noses Piveeurt, $2.5 50) reeeiyed the 
Galdeeet? award? 








